'‘Urban myth' about lodge

6/ 6/2008

In a recent article in the local press Coun Adfailett Lib/Dem leader at Hampshire County Coustalted
that Conservative lead HCC “had ignored the wisiféee Chrismas family who had donated the landHer
Community’s use”.

Adrian, you must stop believing in urban myths dodome homework; this land was never donateddy th
Chrismas family to Aldershot. | quote from an elnsaint to me from HCC properties services: “TheeChi
Executive has reappraised our legal position raggrthe ownership of Chrismas Lodge.

“He has reaffirmed that there are no restrictiveet@ants affecting the land, which would restrict ahility to
sell the site for redevelopment. “Hampshire Couddyincil acquired the site from Aldershot Boroughu@il
in 1974, who in turn purchased the site from Datl®noperties Limited in 1957.

“Neither of these conveyances referred to a coviem@venting development of the site”.

“There is also no mention of the land being bechesto the people of Aldershot”.

“l can therefore confirm the site is owned by Hamipe County Council and that there are no restact
covenants affecting the land, which would restiat ability to sell the site for redevelopment.”

My friend and colleague Coun David Welch also sigapime with the following information. It was givés
name to honor Coun Joan Chrismas who was a Cotiser@ounty Councillor for Aldershot who played a
major role in the building and setting up of thdde.

In August 2007 as the county councillor for Aldesskast, | sent the following letter to the locetgs:

In your front page article headline ‘Lodge will trzed in weeks’ you seem to imply the £11 millimeispend

in the Adult Social Care budget was due to somenamagement by the Conservative led Hampshire County
Council. Far from it, the overspend was due elytiiean unexpected increase in demand by resiadnts
Hampshire for services. What should the county cbulo turn the sick, old and vulnerable away?

With regards to Chrismas Lodge Hampshire CountyrCiblnas spent nearly £5 million on refurbishinglan
expanding Ticehurst Nursing home. Aldershot nowéatate of the art nursing home less than a mata f
Chrismas lodge. It can accommodate nearly 70 peomeiow houses the staff and residents from thgelo
regretfully for many reasons the lodge is no lonmgeuired by the County Council.

Because of the fire, which was an act of arson-ad# security patrol has been put in place forltheand
Safety reasons. This is costing you and | a lohohey therefore the building will be demolished ASBy
HCC.

With reference to turning the site into a communggource, RBC has already drawn up plans for a new
Community Certre in Manor Park. Why would RushmBorough Council fund another community facility
within the immediate vicinity?

The Chrismas Lodge site will be sold, the countyrmil needs the money for further investment ircése and
nursing homes which provide a total of 1,300 uoftaccommodation across the county.

With regard to the land still owned by HCC and imated into Brickfields Park, which includes Hexess
path. | have argued for it's legal transfer to Bfields and | am confident this will happen whemegghing is
finalised.



Whether we like it or not, we all know the site lvisil the end be developed for housing. The pressytée
Government for councils to provide new housingi@ $outh East is overwhelming. The reasons foratfas
clear, a desire for more and more people to livéheir own and the unprecedented levels over stelld years
of uncontrolled immigration into this country.

In my literature when | was elected to represeintefdhot East | basically made two pledges, tolsstecbuncil
tax payers obtained value for money and Alderskiibhdt miss out. Unlike certain other people | @ n
promise things that cannot be delivered.

What | can promise is that | will argue as stromggypossible for the site to be developed in kepwith the
existing type of housing in the area, and | wilpope any flat development.

As you know Hampshire County Council has agreadyaequest to transfer the land mentioned above to
Rushmoor Borough Council and therefore Brickfieldsis is no small piece of land and is over a qraof the
original site.

Why not transfer the land now?

It is sound financial sense to sell the entire with an obligation for the purchaser to transfes tarea of land
to Rushmoor Borough Council. The new owner woulthtbhe able is offset some of the open space pomgsi
required under section 106 of the Town and Coutapriing Act. This provision will make the site more
valuable and therefore HCC should obtain a highieegor the land.

This is how Hampshire County Council returns thedst increase in council tax in South East Engkamdiin
doing so obtained from the independent Audit Comsiaisthe status as a four-star authority, onenktlof 12
in the UK.

In contrast | came out of the recent borough edestamazed by the uncosted promises made to tleeshlot
electorate by the local Labour party. From freipay in the town centre for Aldershot residentsubsidised
late night bus services for North Town, plus an 688 million for a road access from the A331 totNdrown
industries.

Regretfully we are never told who is going to paydll of this? It certainly will not be this Govenent, it has
run out of your money.

Have Aldershot residents gained, the figures gfaadicate we have. Nearly £5 million invested iffiocehurst
plus a considerably plot of land from the Chrisreiés to Brickfields.

Hampshire County Council hopefully will realise aba £million from the sale which HCC will than syikfor
the benefit of all in the County and that incluttes people of Aldershot.

Coun Eric Neal, HCC Aldershot East



